
IMO Regulations 

Commercial Diving Safety 2024

 

Presenter: Mike Jessop [CEO - OSC Marine Group]





Diving Contractors

International 
Associations / Clients

Class Societies 
[Recognised 

Organisations RO]

Member States / Flag

IMO 2023 Diving Regulations

National Diving Regulations

Class Rules for Diving

IMCA Guidelines / Clients Standards

Manuals & Procedures

Commercial Diving Regulatory Space

IOGP



Contents of the New Code

4

Ch1 General

Ch2 Diving Unit

Ch3 Diving 
platform

Ch4 Diving system

Ch5 Safety 
management

Guidance

NEW

NEW

Equipment aspects clarified based on current 
interpretation (small changes only)

The existing 95’ code only 
corresponds to chapter 4 in 
the new code only. It deals 
with diving system 
equipment and has a good 
safety record

Diving System (existing code) 

Diving platform (new code) Diving Platform (new code) 

Existing Diving unit

Diving System (new code) 

New Diving unit



Process

New Code 
Issued

Flag States 

Adopt 

[Man / Non]

Class Rules 
Updated

Contractors  
implement

Safer 
Diving 

Operations

Implementing our Industry Primary Code for Safe Diving



Vessel Owners Beware!

DIVING EQUIPMENT NEEDS 
SOME PAPERWORK! 

INSTALLING DIVING EQUIPMENT 
NEEDS SOME PLANNING! 





Class Societies

• ABS – American Bureau of Shipping

• BV Bureau Veritas

• CCS China Classification Society

• CRS – Croatian Register of Shipping

• DNV – Det Norske Veritas

• IRS – Indian Register of Shipping

• KR – Korean Register [2021]

• LR – Lloyds Register

• ClassNK – Nippon Kaiji Kyokai [2020]

• PRS – Polish Register of Shipping

• RINA – Rina Services S.p.A

• Turk Loydu – Turkish Register of Shipping

• * Green Highlights Have Diving/Submersible Rules



Class Process – Installation [Vessel specific]

Installation Planning

Apply to 
Class 

[Specific Vessel]

Installation 
Design

Installation 
Design 

Approval

Two Class 
Societies?

Installation design is specific to the vessel.
Post installation a DUSC Part I is issued. 



What can you Do? 

READ IT AND 
SHARE IT WITH 
YOUR TEAMS.

01
MEET YOUR 
CLASS SOCIETIES 
ON OPERATIONAL 
IMPACTS. 

02
DO NOT LEAVE IT 
FOR A 
MOBILIZATION 
PHASE. 

03



SCUBA Diving in Ships Husbandry

The Silent Killer



Ships Husbandry 

• Stop Killing Divers - Create a safe work 
environment! 

• Make 2025 a year of change - Take these 
steps in your organisation.

• Ban SCUBA diving in the workplace. 

• Ensure your Commercial Diving 
Contractor is audited to an acceptable 
regional or international standard. 

• Ensure a chamber is available, 
operational within 2 hours of the 
worksite for shallow operations. 

• Ensure you use competent 
Supervisors – they are the key! 



13

Supervisor CPD Scheme

• IMCA is expanding 
the availability of its 
popular Diving CPD 
app to everyone as a 
knowledge share. 



Any Questions? 

Mike Jessop

Mike.Jessop@oscmarine.com

mailto:Mike.Jessop@oscmarine.com
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